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and  Muhammadans  are  allowed this   privilege.   -The answer is  that  they  employ low   caste servants and also   have   their   food   cooked   by   them.     When   the Muhammadans came to  India  they were wise enough only   to  employ   caste   men   as   servants   and   cooks, hence  they  themselves  have  always   been  treated  as caste people.    The English,, on the contrary, from the first,   employed  Pariah   servants,   and hence they  also are  treated as  outcast;  food  cooked by such servants being of itself unclean and defiling.    There may have been reasons  why   the first   English  settlers did not follow   the   example   of   the   Muhammadans   in   this matter; perhaps necessity compelled them to adopt the course they did,  or it may have been merely a result of cynical indifference to the fancies and  superstitions of others.   It would certainly have been a great gain if the English  had  been  regarded as  caste men, in the same way  as  the Muhammadans are.    Then those of the natives who embraced the Christian religion might possibly have been  elevated to the same privilege of position.   It is not that caste, or anything approaching to it should be encouraged amongst Indian Christians: still it is a most lamentable thing, whatever may have given rise to  it, that, although  a  Muhammadan  may flraw water from any well and in various other respects is treated as on an equal   social footing with respectable Hindus, an Englishman is not allowed the same privilege.     The  lowest Panchama also on becoming  a convert to Islam, is at once allowed all  the privileges of his co-religionists.   Not only, however, is the Englishman   treated   as   on  the   same   religious level as the Panchama, but in the event of a high  caste Brahmin becoming a Christian, even though he may not depart in the least from his former habits as regards diet, he, by the very fact of his change of religion, is made at once to descend to the lowest level  in the estimation of his countrymen and is treated as an outcast.